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BERLINALE - IN OFFICIAL  SELECTION 
 

Another Love Story (Maré, Nossa História de Amor) 
2008 – Brasil – 104min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Lucia MURAT 
 
Original language: Portuguese 
 
Cast: Cristina Lago, Vinícius D´Black, Marisa Orth, Jefchander Lucas, Babu Santana 
 
Synopsis: Living in a slum divided between two rival gangs of drug traffickers, Analídia is the daughter of one of 
the gangs’ leaders and Jonatha is a childhood friend of the other gang leader. Both study in a dance group 
situated exactly in the middle of the two territories, looking for solace in art. Openly inspired by Romeo and Juliet, 
the film is a salute to the strong sense of Brazilian music, to the relevance of national contemporary dance, and 
to the strange mix found today in slums, where violence lives alongside the artistic paths enabled by social 
projects. 
 
Produced by Lucia Murat (Taiga Filmes e Video) 
 
Awards:  
- Special Jury Prize for Babu Santana - Rio International Film Festival 
 
Festivals:  
- Rio International Film Festival -“Premiere Brasil” Section (NATIONAL PREMIERE) 
- São Paulo International Film Festival, Brasil - Mostra Brasil Perspectiva 
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – Panorama Section: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 22:30 CinemaxX Studio 7, OFFICIAL PREMIERE 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 17:45 CineStar 3 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 14:30 Cubix 9 
Friday, 15 th Feb, 20:15 Cubix 7 & 8  
 
Market Screening: 
Saturday, 9 th Feb, 11:30 CinemaxX Studio 12 

 

 

El Camino 
2008 – Costa Rica – 91min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Ishtar YASIN 
 

Original language: Spanish 
 

Cast: Sherlyn Paola Velasquez, Marcos Ulises Jiménez, Jean Francois Stevenin 
 

Synopsis: In Nicaragua, Saslaya, a 12 year old girl, runs away with her brother, Darío, to look for their mother, 
who immigrated to neighbouring Costa Rica 8 years before. The children travel from Managua to Granada, cross 
the lake, walk by the volcano, through the jungle; sometimes just following the wind, other times planning their 
itinerary. In their journey, they encounter different characters and face many challenging situations. That’s how 
they meet a foreigner who travels with his hand puppet theatre, a boy who sells his products on the streets and 
undocumented immigrants. At the border, the girl and his brother get lost and so she has to face the hardships by 
herself. Along their journey, Saslaya and Darío rewrite their destiny... 
 

Produced by  Ishtar Yasin (Astarte Producciones), Luis Javier Castro (Gedeon Programmes), Loïc Magneron 
(Wide Management) 
 
Awards: 
- Grand Prize CINERGIA -  Audiovisual Support Fund for Central America and the Caribbean 
- Special Mention Rubén Gámez Prize - Guadalajara International Film Festival - Cine en Construcción   
- Signis-Occlac Prize - Guadalajara International Film Festival - Cine en Construcción   
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – Forum Section: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 16:00 CinemaxX Studio 5, PRESS SCREENING 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 19:00 Delphi-Filmpalast 
Thursday, 14 th Feb, 12:30 CineStar 8 
Friday, 15 th Feb, 20:00 Colosseum 1 
Saturday, 16 th Feb, 12:30 Arsenal  
 
Market Screening: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 11:15 CinemaxX Studio 14 
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Victoire Terminus 
2008 – France – 80min - Documentary 

Directed by Renaud Barret, Florent de la Tullaye 
 
Original language: Lingala 
 
Cast: Martini Lomboto, Jeanette Mukendi, Hélène Mukadi Efuto, Rosette Ndongala 
 
Synopsis: Summer 2006 in Kinshasa. Martini, Jeannette, Hélène and Rosette spar everyday with Coach Judex in 
the old stadium Tata Rafael, where in 1974 Muhammad Ali knocked out George Foreman in the most legendary 
match in the history of boxing. At dawn, thousands of people from the ghetto come to train here and political 
parties rally. In parallel to the fight for the Presidency of Congo (DRC), Judex struggles to organise a woman’s 
boxing tournament with little money… Kinshasa sings, Kinshasa starves and Judex’s girls manage to survive, 
with no illusion still full of hope. A film about women in a country where men have become crazy. A film 
overflowing with energy, life and humour in a place where death and misery roam. 
 
Produced by Emilie Blézat (SCIAPODE), Belle Kinoise. 
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – Forum Section: 
Saturday, 9 th Feb, 16:00 CinemaxX Studio 5, PRESS SCREENING 
Sunday, 10 th Feb, 15:00 CineStar 8 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 22:45 Arsenal 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 19:15 Delphi-Filmpalast 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 12:45 Cubix 7  
 
Market Screening: 
Thursday, 7 th Feb, 11:45 Marriott 1 

 

 

Summer Book (Tatil Kitabi)  
2008 – Turkey  – 90 min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Seyfi TEOMAN 
 
Original language: Turkish 
 
Cast: Taner Birsel, Harun Özüa� , Tayfun Münay, Ayten Tökün, Osman �nan 
 
Synopsis: Mustafa is a hard-working and ambitious agricultural merchant who is cold and austere towards his 
family. One day he has a brain hemorrhage on a business trip and goes into a coma after the operation. Güler, 
who has been suspecting that her husband is having an affair, is now convinced of it. Veysel, their teenage son, 
wants to leave the military academy and start a civilian life of his own. Ali, their 10 year old son, has to cope both 
with his bully classmates and the chewing gums he has to sell. Hasan, Mustafa’s brother, chose to live a life in 
solitude after divorcing his wife and has always been an outsider to the family. But now he finds himself involved 
in his brother’s family after his brother goes into a coma. Hasan has to solve the mystery about his brother’s 
mistress and the money lost during his trip. 
  
Produced by Yamaç Okur, Nadir Öperli (Bulut Film) 
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – Forum Section: 
Saturday, 9 th Feb, 14:00 CinemaxX Studio 5, PRESS SCREENING 
Sunday, 10 th Feb, 19:00 Delphi-Filmpalast 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 10:00 CineStar 8 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 22:15 Cubix 9 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 15:00 Arsenal  
 
Market Screening: 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 11:00 CinemaxX Studio 17 
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Divizionz 
2008 – South Africa/Uganda  – 89 min – Colour – Drama 

Directed by YES! THAT’S US 
 
Original language: Luganda 
 
Cast: Kyagulanyi “Bobi Wine” Ssentamu, Bugembe “Buchaman” Mark, Catherine “Scarlet” Nakyanzi, Olem ‘Lot’ 
Bonny, Katsigire Patrick 
 

Synopsis: Kapo, Bana, Kanyankole and Mulokole are four youths that originally come from four regions of the 
country but now live in a neighbourhood on the outskirts of the city in the “Central ‘Division’, particulary in Zone 
B4. They are all aspiring musicians, with each character representing stereotypical characteristics of people 
from the region they come from. 

Through a contact, they have been offered a performance slot at a pub in the city that is starting “open mic 
sessions” locally dubbed Karioke. Kapo quits his job and raises some money to buy a track (instrumental) on 
which him and his crew will perform, plus transport fare to the city. They are ambushed by “Graduated Tax 
Enforcement Officers” before they can get to the city. After this, they find themselves with no money and no 
instrumental. In their quest to get to the city, they experience obstacles that test their friendship and mission. 
  
Produced by DEDDAC (Uganda) and SWITCH MEDIA (South Africa). 
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – Forum Section: 
Sunday, 10 th Feb, 18:30 CinemaxX Studio 5, PRESS SCREENING 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 22:30 CineStar 8 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 20:00 Colosseum 1 
Thursday, 14 th Feb, 12:30 Cubix 7 
Saturday, 16 th Feb, 16:30 Delphi-Filmpalast  

 

 

Counterparts (Gegenüber) 
2007 – Germany  – 96 min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Jan BONNY 
 

Original language: German 
 

Cast: Matthias Brandt, Victoria Trauttmansdorff, Wotan Wilke Möhring 
 

Synopsis: Police officer Georg is very popular amongst his colleagues for always being calm and cool-headed. 
His partner Michael, also admires him for his apparently harmonic marriage with Anne. When a promotion is 
announced to Georg, he begins to lose control over the carefully maintained façade of his "intact" family. During 
christmas season the conflicts, that have been dominating the couple's life for years, start to surface. Georgs 
attempt to always suit everybody. Their children that helplessly look away – while the traces of domestic violence 
can no longer be hidden. Under the Christmas tree tragedy unfolds - "It aint no drama, Anne!“ – Well, yes, it is. 
 

Produced by Bettina Brokemper (Heimat Films) 
 

Awards: Special Mention "Art et Essai - CICAE" - Cannes Director’s Fortnight 2007 
 

Festivals:  
- Cannes International Film Festival 2007 - Directors ’ Fortnight 
- Munich International Film Festival, Germany 2007 - "New German Cinema" Section 
- Pusan International Film Festival 2007 
- Copenhagen International Film Festival, Denmark 2007 -"Germany Year 07" Section 
- Montréal Festival du Nouveau Cinéma, Canada 2007 - Panorama International 
- Warsaw International Film Festival, Poland 2007 - "German Panorama" 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Debuter” Section 
 
Festival Screenings in Berlin – German Film Special  Section: 
Thursday, 14 th Feb, 13:30 CinemaxX Studio 1 
Friday, 15 th Feb, 15:30 CinemaxX Studio 1  
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Her name is Sabine (Elle s’appelle Sabine) 
2007 – France – 85min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Sandrine BONNAIRE 
 

Original language: French 
 

Cast: Sabine Bonnaire 
 
Synopsis: A sensitive portrait of Sabine Bonnaire, a 38-year-old autistic woman, filmed by her closest sister. The 
film tells her story through personal footage filmed by the actress over a period of 25 years, and her life today in a 
suitable facility. After a tragic five-year stay in a psychiatric hospital, Sabine found a new lease on life-even if 
these capacities remain altered-in a home in the Charente region. The film exposes the penury of specialized 
institutions and the dramatic consequences they can lead to. 
 

Produced by Thomas Schmitt (Mosaique Films) 
 

Award:  
- FIPRESCI Award – Cannes Director’s Fortnight 2007 
- Jury Special Prize - Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur, Belgium 2007 
- Audience Award - Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur, Belgium 2007 
 

Festivals: 
- Cannes International Film Festival 2007 - Directors ’ Fortnight 
- Pusan International Film Festival 2007 
- Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 
- Haifa International Film Festival, Israel 2007 
- Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur, Belgium 2007 
- Doclisboa - Lisbon International Documentary Film Festival, Portugal 2007 - International Competition 
- Vienna International Film Festival, Austria 2007 
- Festival International du Film Francophone de Tübingen-Stuttgart, Germany 2007 - Official Competition 
- Copenhagen International Documentary Film Festival, Denmark 2007 
- International Documentary Festival Amsterdam (IDFA), The Netherlands 2007 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Debuter” Section 
 
Festival Screening in Berlin – Berlinale Campus Scr eening: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 17:45 Cubix 8 
 
Market screening: 
Thursday, 7 th Feb, 17:30 CinemaxX Studio 14 
 
"REAL LIFE EMOTIONS: Biopics and Doc Stars" Panel D iscussion (Sandrine Bonnaire, Stephen Frears, 
Bernd Eichinger): 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 17:00–19:00 HAU 1 

 

 
 

EFM – MARKET SCREENINGS 
 

Recycle (Ea' Adat Khalk) 
2008 – Jordan/Germany/Netherlands – 90min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Mahmoud Al Massad 
 

Original language: Arabic 
 
Synopsis: What makes a terrorist? In Zarqa, Jordan’s second largest city with close to 1,000,000 people, it is a 
much-debated question. Zarqa was the birthplace of Abu Musab al Zarqawi, the leader of Al Qaeda in 
Mesopotamia before being killed by American forces in 2006. Many in town knew al Zarqawi, and Zarqa 
continues to be a source of new recruits to jihad. With inspired cinematography and remarkable access, 
Jordanian/Palestinian filmmaker Mahmoud al Massad charts the daily life of an Islamic man in one of Zarqa’s 
poorest neighborhoods, revealing the rhythms of Jordanian life against the backdrop of the ‘war on terrorism’ that 
reaches into the living rooms of many Muslim families. 
 
Produced by Irit Neidhardt (MEC FILM), Mahmoud al Massad (iSee Film Productions), Paul Augustijn, Omar 
Massad (Jo Image) 
 
Awards: World Cinema Cinematography Award – Sundance Film F estival 2008  
 
Festivals: 
- Sundance Film Festival 2008 – North American Premiere – “World Cinema Competition: Documentary Section” 
- International Film Festival Rotterdam 2008 – European Premiere – “Time and Tide” Section 
 
Market screenings: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 17:45 CinemaxX Studio 13 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 16:15 CinemaxX Studio 13  
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Redemption Song 
2008 – France  – 90 min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Markus HANSEN, Jean-Marie BOULET 
 
Original language: English, Vietnamese 
 
Synopsis: In March 1967, Billy Bang was conscripted to fight in Vietnam, an experience that left him emotionally 
desolate and profoundly confused about his American identity.  Upon his return, he tried to forget his nightmares 
through alcohol, drugs and music. Forty years later, he decides that the only way he will be able to repair his 
emotions and find some closure to his trauma, is to return to Vietnam, this time with his violin. This film is about 
the desire to overcome and transcend the trauma of war through music and art. 
 
Produced by Loïc Magneron (WIDE Management) 
 
Market screenings: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 9:15 CineStar 5 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 9:15 CineStar 5   

 

I dreamt under the water (J’ai rêvé sous l’eau) 
2008 – France – 73min – Color – Drama 

Directed by HORMOZ 
 
Original language: French 
 
Cast: Hubert Benhamdine, Caroline Ducey, Christine Boisson, HPG 
 
Synopsis: 20-years-old Antonin is secretly in love with Alex his best friend.  After Alex's brutal death, Antonin 
succumbs to an overwhelming sexuality that leads him into prostitution. One day, he meets Juliette. It is love at 
first sight, but a drug issue starts to interfere between them. After some happy weeks, the young woman decides 
to run away. Close to despair, Antonin finally finds comfort in the arms of Baptiste, one of his former clients, while 
Juliette remains in his heart. 
 
Produced by Sebastien Burnet (Triskel Film), Loïc Magneron (WIDE Management) 
 
Market screenings: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 15:30 Marriott 1 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 11:00 CinemaxX Studio 17  

 

 

Unfailing 
2008 – France – 90min – Color – Thriller / In post-production 

 
Directed by Davy SIHALI 
 
Original language: French 
 
Cast: Frank Truong, Emilie de la Perriere, Pier Gaudin 
 
Synopsis: A secret criminal organization creates a competition which has for goal to find the perfect killer. 
 
Produced by Loïc Magneron (Wide Management) 
 
Market screenings – 60 minutes rough cut: 
Thursday, 7 th Feb, 13:30 CinemaxX Studio 17 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 13:00 Marriott 1  
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Falling From Earth (Wa-Ala el Ard el Sama’a) 
2008 – Lebanon / France – 75min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Chadi ZENEDDINE 
 
Cast : Rafik Ali Ahmad, Carmen Lebbos, Ammar Shalak, Yamen Sukkarieh, Naya Salemeh 
 
Synopsis: Does it really mean that we have lost our sense of reality when everything sounds like constant 
explosions? 
Youssef, a wise fool, lives in the remains of a building collecting photographs of happy people. Behind each 
photograph lie millions of implosions of a city wounded by time. 
Chapter after chapter, they are all still waiting for…Beirut 
  
Produced by Samuel Chauvin (Promenades Films), Neon Productions et Chadi Zeneddine (ARTWIST 
Production) 
 
Festivals:  
- Dubai International Film Festival, United Arab Emirates  
- International Film Festival Rotterdam 2008 – Europen Premiere – “Sturm und Drang” Section 
 
Market screenings: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 13:45 Marriott 1 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 16:45 Marriott 1  

 

 

A Police Romance (Un Roman Policier) 
2008 – France – 95min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Stéphanie DUVIVIER 
 
Original language: French 
 
Cast : Marie-Laure Descoureaux, Abdelhafid Métalsi, Théo Trifard,  Olivier Marchal, Hiam Abbass 
 
Synopsis: In a small police station, Lieutenant Emilie Carange finds herself sexually attracted to Jamil 
Messaouden, a young rookie officer. When an old Algerian woman reports that she’s seen drug dealers operating 
in the neighbourhood, they find themselves in over their heads in an investigation. Night after night, Emilie’s 
desire grows. The drug investigation gets out of hand and so does Emilie … 
 
Produced by Richard Magnien (Mat Films) 
 
Market screenings: 
Thursday, 7 th Feb, 15:30 CinemaxX Studio 14 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 18:30 CinemaxX Studio 14   

 

Captain Ahab (Capitaine Achab) 
2007 – France – 97min – Color – Drama  

Directed by Philippe RAMOS 
 

Original language: French 
 

Cast: Denis Lavant, Dominique Blanc, Jean-François Stévenin 
 
Synopsis: 1840. Who could imagine this young boy reading the Bible in a hunting hut, lost in the middle of the 
wood, would become, one day, captain of a whaling ship? Nobody. Nevertheless, Ahab grows and seizes the 
oceans. He becomes a frightening captain, and meets a dazzling white whale… Moby Dick. 
 

Produced by Florence Borelly (Sésame Films) 
 

Awards: 
- Best Director Award – Locarno Film Festival 2007 
- FIPRESCI Prize – Locarno Film Festival 2007 
 

Festivals:  
- Locarno Film Festival 2007 – Official Competition 
- London BFI Film Festival – The French Strand Section 
- VIENNALE - Vienna International Film Festival, Austria 2007 - Official Selection 
- Festival Internaltional du Film Francophone de Tübingen-Stuttgart, Germany 2007 
- Rotterdam International Film Festival 2008 – “Sturm und Drang” Section 
 
Market screening: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 13:45 Marriott 1  
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The Rage (La Rabbia) 
2008 – Italy – 104 min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Louis NERO 
 
Original language: Italian 
 
Cast : Faye Dunaway, Franco Nero, Lou Castel, Tinto Brass, Giorgio Albertazzi, Corin Redgrave 
 
Synopsis: A young director 25/30 years old, lives with a girl. Active part of the Intellectual society, he represents 
perfectly the union between fear and determination, that changes deeply his way of understanding the world that 
surrounds him. His only aim is to leave a footstep of his presence in this world directing a film. Daily vent seems 
to be the bar meeting with two writers friends, perfect place where to dream about their future… 
 
Produced by Louis Nero (Altrofilm) 
 
Market screening: 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 09:00 CinemaxX Studio 14   

 

Mai 68, la belle ouvrage  
1968/2008 – France – 52/117min – Black & White 

Directed by Jean - Luc MAGNERON  
 
Original language: French 
 
Synopsis: A rare documentary about the Mai 68 riots in Paris with many testimonies from unknown and well-
known witnesses. Shot during the events by Jean - Luc Magneron, this poignant documentary with interviews 
brings a new light on the events. On April 1998, some excerpts, entitled “It was your May 68”, were broadcasted 
during french TV show “La Marche du siècle” hosted by Jean-Marie Cavada, at the occasion of the 30th birthday 
of the events. 
  
Produced by Loïc Magneron (WIDE Management) 
 
Market screenings: 
Monday, 11 th Feb, 17:50 CinemaxX Studio 17 
Wednesday, 13 th Feb, 13:00 dffb-Kino    

 

Sonic Mirror  
2007 – Switzerland/Finland/Germany – 79min – Color - Documentary 

Directed by  Mika KAURISMAKI 
 

Original language: Portuguese, German, English 
 

Synopsis: For most people music is a marvelous experience and part of their life whether or not they play an 
instrument themselves. They understand music and rhythm as a fundamental communication tool of mankind. 
Mika Kaurismäki`s new film SONIC MIRROR is a surprising and emotional dive into the world of rhythm - an 
extraordinary trip to discover the magic relationship between Life and Rhythm. Drum legend Billy Cobham takes 
us from the bandstands of the Western world to the primal music of African origin with kids in a Brazilian 
community and on to the completely secluded world of musical experiences of autists. These different worlds are 
yet connected in a mystical and secret way. The relation between the collective and the individual consciousness 
becomes obvious when, in a fantastic final, the symbiosis is achieved. Music is emotion. Music is communication. 
Music is identity. Music as a true universal language to express hope, love, ambition and joy. SONIC MIRROR is 
a film full of vibrancy and compassion, authentic and hypnotic from the first to the very last moment. 
 
 

Produced by Marco Forster (Marco Forster Productions), Mika Kaurismaki (Marianna Films Oy), Uwe Dresch 
(Uwe Dresch Films Ltd), Rose-Marie Schneider (Doc Productions GmbH) 
 
 

Festivals:  
- Visions du Réel Film Festival 2007 Nyon -  International Competition NATIONAL PREMIERE 
- Munich International Film Festival, Germany 2007 - "International Program" Section 
- Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 
- Pusan International Film Festival, Korea 2007 
- São Paulo International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 
 
Market screening: 
Thursdat, 14 th Feb, 11:30 CineStar 5  
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Ballerina 
2007 – France  – 77 min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Bertrand NORMAND  
 
Original language: Russian 
 
Synopsis: Ballerina. Fascinating, enthralling, shrouded in mystery. Hers is a rare art. Her craft as demanding as 
an athlete. Her dancing life as brief as a butterfly. All to a vision of fragile beauty. A vision of what it is to be a 
woman. And Russia, land of absolutes, of the cult of beauty, of immensities and of nostalgia where that feminine 
ideal is celebrated and held dear. Russia is par excellence the land of the Ballerina. This film follows the 
destinies of five female dancers of the Kirov Ballet in Saint-Petersburg. Their lives weave together to tell the story 
of the Russian Ballerina of our time, from her beginnings as a child in dance school to the peak of her glory on 
the world stages. In this intimate gaze at the lives, the courage, the disappointments and triumphs of these 
women, this film unveils the vitality and uniqueness of the Russian Ballerina today. We come to understand her 
lasting allure as we begin the 21st century. Ballerina, as old as Russian history, as new as today. 
  
Produced by Frédéric Podetti (Adesif Productions), Yann Brolli (Les Films du Tamarin) 
 
Market screening: 
Tuesday, 12 th Feb, 15:00 Marriott 1  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Distant Tremors (Les Tremblements Lointains)  
2008 – Belgium/France – 100min – Color – Drama – In post-production 

Directed by Manuel POUTTE 
 
Original language: French 
 
Cast : Amélie Daure, Papa Malick N'Diaye, Daniel Duval, Jean-François Stevenin 
 
Synopsis: When misfortune comes along so often it can only be because one is bewitched ! To break this evil 
spell, the young Senegalese Bandiougou, drags Marie, Boris and Jean Favret, the three lost westerners, into the 
deepest Africa and inside their profoundest wounds, there they shall confront their most abstruse inner demons. 
 
Produced by Boris Van Gils (Dolce Vita Films) , Michaël Goldberg (Formosa Productions) 
 

 
 

We were Exodus (Nous étions l’« Exodus » ) 
2008 – France – 80min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Jean-Michel Vecchiet  
 
Original language: French/English/Hebrew 
 
Synopsis: “1947: The Summer of the Exodus” is truly the missing link between two important moments of the 20th 
Century: the Shoah and the creation of the state of Israel. In July 1947, 4,551 passengers, all survivors from the 
Shoah, boarded a boat called “Exodus 47” in Sète that left secretly for Palestine. Intercepted by the British Navy, 
the passengers were transferred to three English boats, which, after nine days of a difficult journey, returned to 
Provence at Port-de-Bouc. On that morning of July 29th, 1947, no one could have imagined the trial of strength 
between the English and the French governments that would ultimately lead to the most spectacular historical 
moment in the creation of the Jewish nation. So, what did a little port in the South of France have to do with this 
great historical moment? 
 
Produced by Marie Mouchel-Blaisot and Richard Magnien (MAT Films)  
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Hidden Heart 
2008 – Germany – 90min - Documentary 

Directed by Cristina Karrer, Werner Schweizer 
 
Original language: English/German 
 
Synopsis: Christian Barnard from Capetown didn't write the great success-story of the first heart transplantation 
in 1967 alone. Hamilton Naki, a black man, was equally part of the sensational operation. «Hidden Heart» tells 
the story of two men, glamour, injustice and uprising. 
 
Produced by Dschoint Ventschr Filmproduktion, Lichtblick, Big World Cinema (RSA) 

 
 

La Vida Loca 
2008 – France/Spain/Mexico – 90min/52min – Color – In post-production 

Directed by Christian POVEDA 
 
Original language: Spanish 
 
Synopsis: In Centra America, they are called Maras, these groups of youngsters who have modeled themselves 
on the Los Angeles youth gangs. They are extremely violent and are propagating terror in El Salvador and 
elsewhere. This is a study, through photography and the personal stories of these gang members, of a violent 
phenomenon that has been imported from the USA. 
  
Produced by Carole Solive (La Femme Endormie) 

 
 

My time will come (Cuando me toque a mi) 
2008 – Ecuador – 84min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Víctor ARREGI 
 
Original language: Spanish 
 
Synopsis: Love, chance, city and death. All these elements are articulated in thousand ways in the town of 
Quito, capital of Ecuador, in order to precipitate destinies of multiple characters. Arturo Fernandez, medical 
examiner, his mother, his brother, his assistant, a taxi driver… God gives birth to them and Quito gathers them. 
Only death make them equal. 
 
Produced by Paúl Venegas 
 

Awards: 
- Best Actor Award for Manuel Calisto Sanchez – Festival de Biarritz, Cinémas et Cultures d'Amérique Latine, 
France 2007 
 
Festivals : 
- Festival de Biarritz, Cinémas et Cultures d'Amérique Latine, France 2007 
- International Film and Television Festival CINEMA TOUT ECRAN, Switzerland 2007 
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Nuage 
2007 – France – 90min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Sébastien BETBEDER 
 

Original language: French 
 

Cast : Nathalie Boutefeu, Aurore Clément, Adrien Michaux, Bruno Sermonne 
 

Synopsis: In a village called L’Orée du Bois, Clara and her father, a photographer with failing eyes, await the 
return of Clara’s mother, Marianne, who has mysteriously disappeared. In the sky, above them, a cloud passes.  
In a nearby city, the world disappears in front of Simon’s eyes. In an instant it reappears, but he’s lost his 
memory. Clara comes across a car accident in a field from which Simon emerges unsteadily. They fall in love. 
The characters come together, as a dense cloud descends on L’Orée du bois, separating beings and things. 
 

Produced by Sylvie Pialat (Les Films du Worso)  
 

Festivals:  
- Locarno International Film Festival 2007 – “Cinéa stes du Présent” 
- La Rochelle International Film Festival, France 2007 
- Festival International du Film Francophone de Tübingen-Stuttgart, Germany 2007 
- Festival Interrégional des Films Lande Hesse et Région Aquitaine Frankfurt, Germany 2007 

 

 

Red Ants (Les Fourmis Rouges) 
2007 – Luxembourg/Belgium/France – 94min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Stephan Carpiaux 
 

Original language: French 
 

Cast: Déborah François, Frédéric Pierrot, Arthur Jugnot, Julie Gayet 
 

Synopsis: 16-year-old Alex lives with her father Frank in an isolated village of the Ardennes forest. Obligated to 
support him after the tragic death of her mother, Alex finds herself growing to fast for her age. While Frank tries to 
escape the apathy in which he lives since the death of his wife, Alex revives, unwillingly, his father’s pain, 
plunging them both in an ambiguous world, where the frontier between tenderness and desire becomes fragile. 
The unexpected meeting with Hector, a 22 year old orphan whose aunt makes sure he remains immature, will 
lead the young woman to open her eyes on the relationship she has with her father. Together, Alex and Hector 
will have to shake the weight of the past and finally live for her own sake. 
 

Produced by Stéphan Carpiaux (Hémisphères Films), Jean-Luc Van Damme (Banana Films), Véronique Rofé 
(Librisfilms) 
 

Festivals:  
- San Sebastian International Film Festival 2007 – “Z abaltegi” Competition 
- International Filmfestival Mannheim-Heidelberg, Germany 2007 
- Festival du Film Français CINEMANIA, Canada 2007 
- Guadalajara International Film Festival, Mexico 2008 

 

 

Ex Drummer 

2007 – Belgium/The Netherlands/Italy/France – 104min – Color – Drama 
Directed by Koen MORTIER 
 

Original language: Flemish 
 

Cast: Dries Vanhegen, Sam Louwyck, Norman Baert, Gunter Lamoot 
 

Synopsis: Three disabled rock musicians are looking for a drummer. Dries, a well known writer, seems the right 
guy for the job, were it not for the fact that his only handicap is that he can’t play the drums. He joins the group as 
a perfect, but evil god walking down his mountain to play with the populace. With the arrival of this infiltrator, 
personal disputes and family feuds start to jeopardize the band’s fragile future. Dries will manipulate them till they 
are willing to drink each others blood and their only future is written down in many Punk lyrics: “No Future”. 
 

Produced by Eurydice Gysel (CCCP) 
 

Awards: 
- Audience award:  Fantasy FilmFest, Germany 2007 
- Best Debute Feature - Raindance Film Festival, UK 2007 
- The Special Jury Award, Warsaw International Film Festival, Poland 2007 
 
Festivals: 
- International Film Festival Rotterdam, 2007 - "Tiger Awards" Competition 
- Titanic Budapest International Film Festival, Hungary 2007 - "Breaking the Waves" Section 
- Sydney Film Festival 2007 - "Provocateur" Section  
- Melbourne International Film Festival 2007 - "International Panorama Spotlight" 
- Toronto International Film Festival 2007 - "Vanguard" Section 
- Seoul International Film Festival, Korea 2007 - "Midnight Special" Selection 
- Copenhagen International Film Festival, Denmark 2007 - "Copenhagen - After Dark" Section 
- Gijón International Film Festival, Spain 2007 - Official Competition 
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Faro – Goddess of the Waters (Faro, la Reine des ea ux) 
2007 – France/Canada/Mali/Germany – 90min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Salif TRAORÉ 
 

Original language: Bambara 
 

Cast: Sotigui Kouyaté, Fili Traoré, Michel Mpambara 
 
Synopsis: Zanga, a child born out of wedlock, is driven out of his village. After many years, he returns to find out 
who his father is. At the moment of his arrival, something happens that the villagers interpret as the river spirit 
Faro’s angry reaction to Zanga’s coming. The film uses this fateful moment in the history of a village to bring us 
closer to the changing rural regions of Africa: suddenly, oppressed people are making demands and the local 
authorities are under pressure. Tradition has to find compromises with modernity so that life can go on. 
 
Produced by Philippe Quinsac (P.A.V. Communication, France), Bärbel Mauch (Bärbel Mauch Films, Germany)  
 

Awards:  
- Bayard d'Or for best first film (Emile Cantillon Award) - Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur 
2007 
 

Festivals: 
- Berlin International Film Festival  2007 - "The Int ernational Forum of New Cinema" Section 
- FESPACO, Burkina-Faso - Official Competition - Op ening Night Film 
- Milan African, Asian and Latin American Film Festival, Italy 2007 - "Panorama on African Cinema" Competition 
- Cannes International Film Festival 2007- Pavillon d u Sud  
- 22e Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur 2007 – Out of Competition, Competing for Audience 
Award 
- Toronto International Film Festival 2007 
- Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur 2007  
- AFI Fest Los Angeles 2007 – African Showcase Sectio n 
- Cambridge African Film Festival, UK 2007 
- Dubai International Film Festival, UAE 2007 
- Leeds International Film Festival, UK 2007 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Debu ter” Section  

 

 

Dreams of Dust (Rêves de poussière) 
2007 – France/Canada/Burkina Faso – 86min – Color – Drama  

Directed by Laurent SALGUES 
 

Original language: French, Bambara 
 

Cast: Makena Diop, Rasmané Ouedraogo, Fatou Tall-Salgues 
 

Synopsis: Mocktar Dicko, a Nigerian peasant, comes looking for work in Essakane, a gold mine in Northeast 
Burkina Faso. In this cage made of wind and dust, he hopes to forget the past that haunts him. He becomes 
friend with his boss and his colleagues (Thiam, Paté and Tidiane) and with a prostitute Tassaba and a young 
widow, Coumba, who dreams about sending her daughter to France, where her uncle lives. While becoming 
familiar with his new life, Mocktar Dicko starts to loose his roots. The day he discover a piece of gold, decides not 
to go home and offers the money earned by selling the gold to Coumba. 
 

Produced by Marc Daigle (Corporation ACPAV inc.), Sophie Salbot (Athénaïse) 
 

Award: 
- Griot de Viento First Pize - Festival de Cine Africano de Tarifa 2007 
 
 

Festivals: 
- Venice International Film Festival, Italy 2006 - "Venice Days - Giornate degli Autori" Section 
- Sundance Film Festival, USA 2007 - "World Dramatic Competition" 
- FESPACO 2007 - "Panorama de Cinémas d'Afrique" Section 
- Roma Independent Film Festival, Italy 2007 - Official Selection 
- Shanghai International Film Festival, China 2007 - Panorama Section 
- Durban International Film Festival, South Africa 2007 - Panorama Section 
- Melbourne International Film Festival, Australia 2007 - "Africa! Africa!" Spotlight  
- "Africa in the picture" Film Festival, Netherlands 2007 
- 15th Hamburg Film Festival, Germany 2007 
- Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 
- Oslo Films from the South, Norway 2007 - "Panorama Africa" section 
- São Paulo International Film Festival, Brazil 2007 
- Festival de Cine de los Pueblos del Sur, Venezuela 2007 
- Berlin Independent Filmfestival Around The World In 14 Films, Germany 2007 
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Ezra 
2007 – France/Nigeria/Austria – 102min – Color – Drama  

Directed by Newton I. ADUAKA 
 

Original language: English 
 

Synopsis: In the year 2000, it was alleged that some 300,000 children were serving as soldiers in armed conflicts 
in more than thirty countries around the world. Nearly 120,000 of these were allegedly engaged in various 
conflicts on the African continent. EZRA is a factional tale inspired by the Sierra Leonean conflict. It is centred on 
one event: a drug fuelled atrocious attack on a village by rebel soldiers. The jigsaw puzzle of what occurred that 
night is reconstructed through the testimonies of three witnesses: Ezra, an excombatant, his sister Onitcha, a 
mute, and Cynthia, Ezra's fellow exsoldier. What is supposed to be reconciliation soon becomes a trial, as 
Onitcha chooses this as the arena to reveal a secret she has kept from her brother. 
  
Produced by Produced by Michel Loro, Gorune Aprikian (CINEFACTO, France), François Sauvagnargues, 
Arnaud Louvet (ARTE France) 
 
Awards:  
- Grand prize Etalon d'Or de Yennenga - FESPACO 2007 
- Prix Spécial des Nations Unies pour la promotion d'une culture de la Tolérance et de la Paix - FESPACO 2007 
- Audience Prize - Milan African, Asian and Latin American Film Festival, Italy 2007 
- Best Film Award - 28th Durban International Film Festival, South Africa 2007 
- Audience Award - Lumieres d'Afrique - Festival de Films Africains, Besançon, France 2007 
- Prix Lycéens et Apprentis – Région de Franche-Comté - Lumieres d'Afrique - Festival de Films Africains, Besançon, France 2007 
 
Festivals: 
- Sundance Film Festival 2007 - World Dramatic Compet ition  
- FESPACO  2007 - Official Competition  
- Cannes Film Festival 2007 – Special Programme Inter national Critic’s Week 
- Milan African, Asian and Latin American Film Festival, Italy 2007 - Official Competition 
- Rio de Janeiro International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 - "Frontiers" Section 
- London bfi Film Festival, UK 2007 
- Verona African Film Festival (FESCAV), Italy 2007 - "Panoramafrica" Official Competition 
- Mostra de Cinema Africa de Barcelona y Madrid, Spain 2007 
- Bilbao Film Festival, Spain 2007 
- Dubai International Film Festival, UAE 2007 - "Cinema of Africa" Section 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Fest ivalfavoriter” Section  

 

Youssou N’Dour: Return to Goree (Retour à Gorée)  
2007 – Switzerland/Luxembourg – 112min – Color – Documentary 

Directed by Pierre-Yves BORGEAUD 
 

Original language: French, English 
 

Synopsis: This musical road-movie tells of African singer Youssou N’Dour’s epic journey following the trail left by 
the blacks slaves and the jazz music they invented. Youssou N’Dour’s challenge is to bring back to Africa a jazz 
repertoire and to sing those tunes in Gorée, the island that today symbolizes the slave trade and stands to 
commemorates its victims. Guided in his travel by pianist Moncef Genoud, N’Dour travels across the United 
States and Europe. Accompanied by some of the world’s most exceptional musicians, they meet people and well 
known figures, and create, through concerts, encounters and debates, music which transcends cultural division. 
 

Produced by Jean-Louis Porchet, Gérard Ruey (CAB Productions), Nicolas Steil (Iris Productions), Emmanuel 
Gétaz (Dreampixies) 
 
 

Awards: Prix Suissimage/Société suisse des auteurs SSA - Nyon Visions du Réel Film Festival, Switzerland 2007 
 
Festivals: 
- ReelWorld Film Festival,  Canada 2007 - Documentary Films Competition 
- Nyon Visions du Réel Film Festival, Switzerland 2007 – International Competition 
- Durban International Film Festival, South Africa 2007 - Documentary Competition 
- Locarno International Film Festival 2007 - "Appelations Suisse" Section 
- Africa in the picture Film Festival, The Netherlands 2007 
- DocBsAs FORUM for Producers and Directors From Latin America, Argentina 2007 
- São Paulo International Film Festival, Brasil 2007 
- London bfi Film Festival, UK 2007 - "World Cinema" Section 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Musi k Nonstop” Section  
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A casa de Alice 
2007 – Brazil – 90min – Color – Drama 

Directed by Chico TEIXEIRA 
 

Original language: Portuguese 
 

Cast : Carla Ribas, Berta Zemel, Zécarlos Machado 
 

Synopsis: São Paulo, in a working-class district. Alice, a 40-year-old woman and manicurist is married for the last 
20 years to a taxi driver. They live with Alice’s mother, who cooks, cleans, does the household laundry, listening 
all day to her favorite radio program. Alice and Lindomar have 3 children living with them. Alice’s marriage is 
undergoing a crisis and Lindomar doesn’t try to hide his adventures with teenage girls. None of the three siblings 
pay much attention to their mother and they treat their grandmother with lack of respect. Alice’s life in the female 
working world contrasts strongly with the powerful masculine presence in her home. She envies her clients’ and 
is unable to handle this feeling. Although she’s a good girl, the chance to betray uncovers other betrayals. 
 

Produced by Patrick Leblanc, Zita Carvalhosa (SUPERFILMES) 
 

Awards:  
- «Regard d’Or» (Grand Prize) - Fribourg Film Festival 2007 
- E-CHANGER Award - Fribourg Film Festival 2007 
- FIPRESCI Award - Guadalajara International Film Festival 2007 
- Selection for Golden Globe ® Awards 2008 - Guadalajara International Film Festival 2007 
- Special Jury Prize - Guadalajara International Film Festival 2007 
- Best Actress Award Carla Ribas - Guadalajara International Film Festival 2007 
- CICAE Award - "Cine en construcción" San Sebastian International Film Festival, Spain 2006 
- Spanish TVE Network Award - Donostia - San Sebastian International Film Festival, 2006 - "Cine en construcción - Work in Progress 10" 
- Special Grand Jury Mention to actress Carla Ribas - Miami International Film Festival 2007 
 

Festivals: 
- Berlin International Film Festival 2007 - "Panorama" Section 
- Buenos Aires International Independent Film Festival (BAFICI), Argentina 2007 - "Personas y Personajes" Section 
- Miami International Film Festival, USA 2007 - "Dramatic Features Ibero-American Cinema" Competition 
- Rencontres Cinémas d’Amérique Latine de Toulouse (ARCALT), France 2007 - "Coup de Cœur" Official Competition 
- Cannes International Film Festival 2007-  Pavillon des Cinémas du  Sud 
- "Berlinale in Athens" Film Festival, Greece 2007 - "Panorama" Section 
- Sydney Film Festival, Australia 2007 - Special Section on Brazilian Cinema 
- Karlovy Vary International Film Festival 2007 - "Another View" Section 
- Edinburgh International Film Festival, UK 2007 - "Rosebud" Official Competition 
- Festival des Films du Monde de Montréal, Canada 2007 - "Regard sur les Cinémas du Monde" Section 
- Seoul International Film Festival, Korea 2007 - "Brazilian Film Special" Section 
- Goteborg International Film Festival 2008 – “Debu ter” Section  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


